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New Refrigerators:
Just How Friendly
To Ozone Layer?

8y MATTHEW L. WALD

ASHINGTON. Oct 18 —
furming necessity nto
o virtue, four ig refng:
erator nanufaclurers

are crowing that they have helped
save lhe environment by removing
chloroflunrocarbons, which desiroy
(he earth’s protective ozone layer.
fram the COMPTEesSsors In their new
models

in facl, they musl ehminaic the
chemicals. known as CFC's, because
an nternational Yealy decrees that
aiter the end of this year, these com-
pounds cannot be legally produced
for use 10 this country. But the rede-
signed refrigerators will still dam-
age lhe ozone because of another
chemical the manufacturers have
Jtarted using 1n toam wnsuiation for
the refrigerator walls, something the

A lawsuit
challenges
ad claims.

g
Cumpanits are not adverusing

“They re saying the refrigeralors
ate szone sale, but they're really just
osone safer.” said John Passacan-
1ando. the executive director of
Quone Action, a Washington environ-
mental group. Ozone Action and the
Environmental Law Foundation 1n
Gaklang, Calif, say they filed suit
today in California aganst four man-
ufacturers and marketers, Amana,
General Electnic, Sears. Roebuck
and Whirlpool. accusing them of de-
ceplive agvertising

jn adarion, the Federal Trade
Commission has been discussing the
ads with al least some of those cam-

_/substitute” for CFC's

panics The commussion’s guidelines
say 1t 1s deceplive 1o musrepre-
sent, directly or by implication, that
a product is safe for or ‘friendly’ to
the ozone layer. A claim that a prod-
uct does not harm the ozone layer 18
deceptive i the product contains an
ozone-depicting substance.”

But the manufactirers say that
ihey have an environmental dilem-
ma, because the chemical they are
using in the foam, while 1t does do
some ozone damage, 15 extremely
helpful 1n saving energy and thus in
prevenung other Xinds of pollution.
The arguments are oyer CFC's and
two other classes of i;hemlcals that
even engineers find. hard to pro-
nounce . hydrochloroﬂuamcarbons.
known as HCFC’s, and hydrofiuoro-
cafpons, or HFC's.

Many of the ads say stmply that
the refngerators have no CFC's,
which is true But they use a substi-
tute product, an HCFC, to create the
bubbles in the foam wall panels.
HCFC's may be used for that pur-
pose until 2003

The Federal Trade Commission
cites HCFC's 10 its example of &
deceptive claim. The guidelines give
an example of an aerosol product
that_contains HCFC’s, which are be-

used-more and motg widely as a
cause they
are less damaging to the ozone. ‘‘Be-
cause the claim ‘COH[EI;I\S no CFC’s’

[

In the tradition of creating innovative

appliances, Raytheon's Amana is the fest to

produce a full-line of CFC-tree refrigerators.”

rowed directly from the Federal
Trade Commission guidelines.

Al Amana, & subsidiary of Ray-
theon, Ann Humbert, a spokeswom-
an, said today that its advertising is
accurate: “We were the first in the
Industry t0 eliminate CFC's from
both foam and refrigegawQrs in our
entire product line_We d&%well
in advance of the deadiine, and we're
extremely proud of that accomplish-
ment.”

The environmentalists’ complaint
has some irony for the manufactur-
ers. A model the two groups are

Anderson, the director .of £ny
mental programsat the ¥
Corporation, said, “‘We've:gdt
dilemma here from an em

tal point of view," be

erator with’ cyclopel

would use 10 percent 'more:

there,” he added.

may 1mply (0T b S
1hal the product does fot harm the
ozone layer, the claim 18 deceptive,”
the commission's guidelines say. A
commission spokesman said that he
could not say whether an investiga-
110n was going on.

The two environmeptal Broups
filed their suit in Calllo"ma because
it has a “green label’siatute that
defines the term “ozome friendly.”

Environmental Law 'Foundation,
said that an amendment passed by
the California Leglsla}ure earlier
this year would make ghe environ-
mentalists’ case even sgronger after
Deac 31, because from that date on,

i;éen-lébel definsuons will be bor-

about was developed
under the Super Efficient Refrigera-
tor Program, which was an environ-
mental effort by electric utilities.
They paid a bounty to the manufac-
turers to come up with a model that
used substantiaily less electricity,
thereby reducing power plants’ pol-
futants, including those that contrib-
ute to acid rain and global warming.
The superefficient refrigerator
has no CFC's either but does use
HCFC's in its insulation. That {nsula-
tion is a higher-quality version of the
foam used in packaging, with pre-
cisely controlied bubble sizes.
Europ ers  NOW
make the bubbles with a hydrocar-
bon, cyclopentane. But Vincent Pl

turers say.
Experts differ on

tile HCFC's are. Thet!
manufacturers say.thi

L
ty. “There’s not a perfect solutionow
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CusTtoM QUALITY
JusT WENT ON SALE.

PACTORY CLY
ONALLFLOORS
ow Through October st

For a limited time, Manhasian Cabineiry is f:ﬂ?‘rins a wricty of
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1-800-MANHATTAN.
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